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JOHN “ROSS” FENWICK 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.51 pm]: On Monday, 18 January, along with the shadow Minister for 
Emergency Services, Margaret Quirk, I attended the funeral of John “Ross” Fenwick in Albany. Having served 
as a volunteer firefighter with the Kalgan volunteer bush fire brigade for three decades, Ross was a giant among 
volunteers in Albany. Ross was the chief fire control officer for the City of Albany from 2008 until 2014 and 
was president of the Association of Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades of WA from 2014. At the time of his passing, 
Ross was the chief fire control officer of the Kalgan volunteer bush fire brigade. 
Ross suffered a stroke while fighting the bushfire at Two Peoples Bay on Monday, 4 January, and sadly passed 
away a week later with his loving family by his side. Hundreds and hundreds of people turned up for 
Ross’s funeral and there was standing room only at the Troode Street Church where Ross had been an active 
member and volunteer for many years. A guard of honour consisting of well over a hundred volunteer 
firefighters from the Kalgan and King River bush fire brigades was yet another testament to the very high esteem 
that Ross was held in by the many bush fire fighters whom he had mentored over the years. 
Ross had a long career with the Department of Agriculture in Albany and elsewhere working in animal breed 
enhancement, and he was heavily involved in the formation of the Australian Dohne Breeders Association. 
Along with his bushfire and animal breeding work, Ross was also a volunteer with the Albany Prostate Cancer 
Support Group and other community groups. I extend my sincere condolences to Ross’s wife, Kathy, and his 
extended family on the loss of a truly great man. 
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